SATURDAY
13 September

SUNDAY
14 September

Studio 1 - THE BIG ROOM

Authentic African Aesthetics in Character Design
Lesego Vorster (The Hidden Hand Studios)

How to Voice Characters
Ayanda Sithebe (Actorspaces) & Bonginkosi ("Bonko")
Khoza

Behind Oscar Winning Animated Film "Flow"
Presented by Léo Silly-Pélissier (Animation Director)
(France)

Creative Intelligence Beyond Al:
A perspective from China
Timothy Tan VP Global Business Developer at CGGE
(Hong Kong China)

Creature Animation Rigging for VFX
Tiaan Franken (Chief Tech Director - Chocolate Tribe)

VFX Producton from Lord of the Rings
to Mission Impossible
Robin Saxen

Studio 1 - THE BIG ROOM

Scriptwriting:
Storytelling Trends and Narrative Structures
Tracey-Lee Rainers

Framing the Location as a Character
Mandlakayise Dube (Pambili Media)

How to Tell Grounded Stories
Karabo Lediga (Writer & Director of Sabbatical)

Current state of Al in Animation, Film and VFX
Hilton Treves & Rob van den Bragt (CCO: Chocolate
Tribe)

Writing Authentically Local, for A Global Audience
Busi Matonsi (Stained Glass TV)

Studio 2 - THE PILLARS

Panel: The Power of Blended Finance: Supporting
the Creative Industries in an era of Disruption
Moderator: Simphiwe Mnculwane (Chocolate Tribe)
Bethusile Malibe/ Jayson Mofokeng (GDED), Tumi
Lebaka (GFC), Nick Cloete (AnimationSA)
Mbongiseni Ndlela (KZNedta)

Fireside Chat with
Patrick Caligiuri (Producer Patrick) (USA)
Host: Nosipho Maketo van den Bragt
(CEO: Chocolate Tribe)

Panel: Screenwriting for Animation vs Live-Action
Crafting Stories for Different Mediums
Moderator: Xola Limba (Chocolate Tribe)

Fidel Namisi, Alick Macaire, Tracey-Lee Rainers, Dorette
Nel

Panel: AAA, Indie & Impact Games
Is it an even playing field?
Moderator: Amantle Dipheko
Panel: Xolile Vundla (Techsprung), Glenn Marc (Nibble),
Avuzwa Ntshongwana (DLA), Nthabeleng Phora (GFC),
Glenn Gillis (Games for Change)

Panel: Roadmap to Fortifying the Creative Industry
through Industry Sector Boards (Pixel Creators)
Moderator: Isabelle Rorke
Xolile Vundla, Nosipho M. van den Bragt, Kgosi Ntono,
Lesego Vorster, Dr T., Thembi Ntshangase, Mxolisi

Women's Summit Panel:
Breaking the Digital Ceiling
Moderator: Zama Nkosi (Indilang)
Adwoa Ankoma (Electric South), Joy Mawela
(Tshimologong), Tumi Lebaka (GFC), Lesley Donna
Williams (LDW Consultancy)

Studio 2 - THE PILLARS

AVIJOZI 2025
Show Us Your Reel / Portfolio Reviews
Leo Silly-Pelissier (Animation Director),
Rob van den Bragt (CCO: Chocolate Tribe)

Game Development & Training:
Namibian Case Study
Vaughan Weiss & Tutelani llonga (Namibia)

Can Animation be Produced Sustainably?
Moderator: Rob van den Bragt
Patrick Caligiuri, Léo Silly-Pélissier, Lola Atkins, Jenna
Gien, Nompi Vilakazi

Concept Art - The Art Behind the Action
Katlego Motaung (Deadkats)

Owning the Narrative: Artists, Al & Building Ethical
Practice in a Shifting Landscape
Adwoa Ankoma (Electric South)
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Studio 3 - UPSTAIRS

Developing VFX Artists
& Pipelines from the Ground Up
Leote Taylor (CEO: SACII)

Third Person Empathy - Relooted
Erik Prinz (Nyamakop)

Talks: Digital Piracy, Policies & Legal Frameworks
& Protecting Creatives from Digital Piracy
Moderator: lan Mangenga
Collen Dlamini (VMCO Advisory)

Kabelo "Fratpacker" Moremi (Multichoice)

Coordinating Stunts
Freddy "Dom Fred" Lounana
(Dom Fred Animation)
(France)

We Regret to Inform You
The Do's and Don'ts of Online Job Applications
Avuzwa Ntshongwana (Tshimologong)
& Lodi Matsetela (Tshimologong)

Past, Present and Future of Animation & VFX
Rob van den Bragt (Chocolate Tribe)

Studio 3 - UPSTAIRS

Youth Mobilisation
& Employment in the Creative Space
Tebogo Moalusi

Producing 2D Animation
Jenna Gien & Nick Cloete (Mind's Eye)

Forging Global Partnerships through Cultural
Diplomacy as a Non State Actor
Lesley Donna Wlliams

Managing Creative Impulses:
The Actor vs The Producer
Wandile Molebatsi (Coal Stove)

The Artist-Owned VFX Studio:
Training, Incentive, and the Future of Post
Eugen Olsen (Alpha VFX)

Studio 4 - THE BACK ROOM

Unreal Engine (2-day Bootcamp)

Presented by Manan Shastri
(Green Rain Studios)
(India)

In partnership with Chocolate Tribe

(20 pax)
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Studio 5 - THE BOARD ROOM

ON-SITE REGISTRATION OPEN

Al Course
Comfy Ul for VFX & Animation
(2-day Course)

Presented by Nicolas Erba (Digital District)
& Dr. Sechaba Maape (Wits)

Facilitated by
IFAS x AVIJOZI NPC x CHOCOLATE TRIBE

(15 pax)
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Studio 6 - BOARD ROOM TOO

Film Production & Al

Presented by Jurgen Meekel
(Lecture on Film & TV - Wits University)

Facilitated by

Canadian Commission & AVIJOZI NPC
(60 pax)

AVIJOZI 2025
Show Us Your Reel / Portfolio
Nompi Vilakazi, Tiaan Franken (CTO: Chocolate Tribe)

Scriptwriting Masterclass
Facilitated by Fidel Namisi (Scriptwriter)

(60 pax)

Studio 6 - BOARD ROOM TOO

ON-SITE REGISTRATION OPEN

Pitching for the $10,000
Global Game Jam

Facilitated by Glenn Gillis (Games for Change Africa)
&AVIJOZI NPC

(60 pax)
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EVENT SCHEDULE

Studio 7 - CLASSROOM

The Business of Film

Facilitated by Zikhona Sodlaka
(Actor / Moonstone Agency)
& AVIJOZI NPC

(60 pax)

The Business of Film

Facilitated by Zikhona Sodlaka
(Actor / Moonstone Agency)
& AVIJOZI NPC

(60 pax)

Studio 7 - CLASSROOM

Incubation and Developing Business Skills for
Creatives
Nicole Grey (ALX)

Producing the 1st Unreal Engine
Animated Feature Film
Freddy "Dom Fred" Lounana (France)

Virtual Productions
Ulrico Grech-Combi (Continuum)

Rorisang Glow Up: From Cringe High School Anime
phase to rising South African animation icon
Kabelo Maake (Cabblow Studios)

13-14

SEPTEMBER

AVIJOZI GAME EXPO

eSports Tournament Intro

Indie eSports Tournament

Music

Games for Change Africa
Introduction
Glenn Gillis

Indie Games Showcase
Telkom Speech

Indie eSports Tournament

Winner Announcement
AVIJOZI GAME EXPO

Indie Gaming Competition

eSports Tournament Intro

Indie eSports Tournament

Indie Game Development
Kushal Sethlu
(Pineapple on Pizza)

Indie eSports Tournament

Winner Announcement

SUMMER PLACE

HYDE PARK
JOHANNESBURG

DRONE ZONE BEAN BAG GARDEN

High School Debate: Al and Our Future
Various schools

How to Grade Shots Seamlessly
Moderator: Alistair Johnson (Chocolate Tribe)
Speakers: Michelle Wilson & Donovan Smith (Upstairs
Ludus)

Beyond the Beat: Music as a Narrative Tool
Moderator: Boluwatife Kolawole
Presenters: Jimmy Muteba (Trace) & Arthur Mafokate

Camera Drone Tech Demo - Live Stream
Stefan van Zyl (Motion Pro)

Camera Drone Tech Demo
Motion Pro

Panel: Translating More than Words: Dubbing as a
Tool for localising Global Media Narratives
Moderator: Simphiwe Mnculwane
Monde Twala (Paramount Studios), Dr. T. Maake
(Cabblow Studios), Thabo Rametsi (Nguniverse), Zama
Nkosi (Indilang)

Panel: Navigating Global Streaming Trends and the
Quest for Authentic African Storytelling
Moderator: Kyle Sibanda (Chocolate Tribe)

Producer Caligiuri (Producer Patrick), Tshepo "Ty"
Skhosana (Meraki Films), Layla Swart (Yellowbone),
Kudi Maradzika (Lincoln Green Media)

Film & Food - The Art of Creating Culinary Visuals
Keletso Motau & Robyn Peterson (Grinder Films)

DRONE ZONE BEAN BAG GARDEN

Panel: Directing Epics: Shaka llembe
Moderator: Kyle Sibanda
Zeno Peterson (Cinematographer & Director)
& Adze Ugah (Writer, Producer & Director)

Wiinner of Lucky Draw for Nintendo Switch 2
Gaming Winner Announcement
Programme Closing
Its a Wrap!!!

SATURDAY

EXHIBITORS EXPO
13 September

Exhibition Stands including

AFDA
Animation School
Afrogeek
Cabblow Studios
Chocolate Tribe
IMM School of Marketing
KZN DTEA
SAE

AVIJOZI 2025 Portfolio Review
Industry Readiness
Keen to share your reel for in person reviews?
Drop by Buthano Pictures and get industry advice.

SUNDAY

EXHIBITORS EXPO
14 September

Exhibition Stands including

AFDA
Animation School
Afrogeek
Cabblow Studios
Chocolate Tribe
IMM School of Marketing
KZN DTEA
SAE

AVIJOZI 2025 Portfolio Review
Industry Readiness
Keen to share your reel for in person reviews?
Drop by Buthano Pictures and get industry advice.
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*SCHEDULE SUBJECT TO CHANGE




